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CHAPTER I. 

** Soon the redeemed in every clime. 

Yea, all that breathe, and move, and live. 
To Christ, through every age of time. 
Shall kingdom, power, and glory give." 

Mrs. Gtrantille has an unmarried brother, 
named Byram Spencer, and a younger sister, 
named Caroline Spencer. Her brother is a sea 
captain, and, for many years, has made trading 
voyages to various parts of Afiica. But those 
Sabbath school children, who have read the 
" Claims of the Africans," and *' the African 
Traveler, or Prospective Missions, in Central 
Africa," are already acquainted with this family, 
and know that Mr. Granville is a lawyer, and the 
superintendent of the Sabbath school in M . 

It was during a visit of his sister's daughters, 
Lucetta and Matilda Copeland, that Miss Caro- 
line devoted an hour, each evenings to giving 
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instruction in geography, to her nieces, Janette, 
and Clara Granville, and their cousins, the 
Misses Copeland. In addition to their lessons 
in geography, she communicated much infor- 
mation, concerning the kingdom of Abyssinia. 
Miss Spencer had so often tried the experiment 
of teaching geography, in connection with the 
rise and progress of missionary establishments ; 
and had so uniformly found that children made 
far more rapid progress in the knowledge of the 
globe, and its inhabitants, when taught in this 
way, that she seldom heard a recitation, without 
leading the thoughts of her pupils to something 
that had been attempted by the benevolent, or 
something that might, and would soon be under- 
taken, by the churches, for the introduction, or 
spread of the Gqqpel, in the different regions of 
the earth. ».i. 

From a child, she had been deeply interested 
for the inhabitants bf benighted Africa; and 
this interest had been constantly increasing 
from the time her brother, Byram, made his 
first voyage to Tripoli. After he sailed for De- 
la-Groa bay, on the east coast of Africa, she 
turned her attention to that portion of the con- 
tinent ; and Abyssinia appeared to her to be a 
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most important, and desirable country, in which 
to establish protestant missions. As was her 
custom, therefore, she endeavored to interest 
others in whatever lay very near her own heart. 

Janette and Clara GranVille, and Lucetta 
and Matilda Copeland, were good scholars, for 
their age, and a few evenings afler their arri- 
val. Miss Spencer proposed the following ques- 
tion to Lucetta : ** Can you tell me the situa- 
tion, length, and breadth of Abyssinia f* 

Lucetta, Abyssinia is an empire of Africa, 
bounded on the north by Nubia, south by Adel 
and unknown districts, on the east or northeast 
by the Red sea, and on the west by Darfoor. 
It is seven hundred and seventy miles long, and 
five hundred and fifly miles wide, and it extends 
from nine to seventeen degrees of north latitude, 
and from thirty-three ti^yer forty degrees of 
east longitude. '^| 

Miss Spencer, How is the country divided ? 

Lucetta, Into three large independent states, 
called Amhara, Tigre, Shoa and Efat. 

Miss Spencer, Shoa and Efat were broken 
off from Amhara by the G alias. The whole em- 
pire contains four millions of inhabitants. 

Tigre is by far the most powerful state. 

2 
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Clara, Aunt Caroline, what makes it more 
powerful than the others ? 

Miss Spencer, The warlike disposition of the 
inhabitants, and its natural strength and near- 
ness to the sea, which enable them to monopo- 
lize all the fire-arms imported into the country, 
and all the salt required for the consumption of 
the interior. This state contains ten provinces 
of considerable note, besides many of less con- 
sequence. 

Matilda, How large are these provinces ? 

Miss Spencer, I do not know their precise 
dimensions ; but I presume they are not larger 
than the counties in the northern states, for the 
whole of Tigre is only two hundred and forty 
miles long, and about the same in width, but of a 
vast irregular form. It contains one million 
five hundred thousai^^habitants. 

Nearly all the n|PHiandise of the empire, 
destined to cross the Red sea to Arabia, passes 
through this state. Adowa is its capital, and 
contains eight thousand or more inhabitants. 
It is a town of great importance, and is situated 
on the side, and at the bottom of a hill. The 
houses are of a conical form ; and the streets, 
and alleys are laid out with considerable regu- 
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larity. The trees and gardens are numerous ; 
the latter are cultivated with some skill and care. 
Nearly all the intercourse between the interior 
provinces and the coast, is carried on through 
the merchants of Adowa. It is the chief place 
of trade, on the eastern side of the Tacazze 
river. Coarse and fine cotton cloths are manu- 
factured hercfin large quantities: the cotton 
used is of the finest quality, and is grown along 
the low country bordering upon the Tacazze. 

Lucetta, What are the principal articles of 
exportation ? 

Miss Spencer, Gold, ivory, and slaves. 
These pass through the hand of the merchants 
of Adowa. The slaves are sent to some of the 
northern parts, to be shipped privately, to avoid 
the heavy duties, which at^mposed by the gov- 
ernor. Cattle, corn, an^^Bt are the usual ar- 
ticles of barter. ^r 

Clara. Do they ship many slaves from Ado- 
wa? 

ilft55 Spencer. About a thousand are sent to 
ships from that place, every year. 

The Ras, or prince of the country has his 
residence at Antalo, in the province of Enderta. 
A most delightful country seat is attached to 
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Antalo, called Chelicut. The inhabitants of 
this province are celebrated cooks ; and the 
province of Wafferat, a little to the south, is fa- 
mous for wild beasts ; such as the lion, elephant, 
rhinoceros, and every species of game ; and it is 
also famous for white honey, which is made by 
wild bees with which the woods are swarming. 
The natives have a curious method of domesti- 
cating them : they take a wooden box, with a 
small hole on one side, and having daubed it 
over with old honey, hang it near a wild swarm. 
The unsuspecting strangers, allured by the 
sweet, hastily enter, and when the box is well 
filled, the owner stops up the hole, carries it 
home, and sits it down in an apartment, which 
he has previously prepared, and they immediate- 
ly go to work with ^r much cheerfulness and 
industry, as they ^^Bn their native solitude. 
The inhabitants of^Ks province are the most 
powerful men in the empire, being larger and 
stouter than any other nations. It has been 
said they are descended from the Portuguese 
soldiers, who settled in the country about the 
middle of the seventh century : they pride them- 
Bclves upon this circumstance. 
Thert'are many curiosities in the southern 

1^ 
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parts of Abyssinia, especially in the vicinity of 
the river Tacazze. Among the most striking, 
are the excavated churches, one of which is cut 
out of solid stone, and surrounded* by a grove of 
firs. Mr. Bruce says the workmanship is very 
finely executed. ^^ 

Alvarez describes many churches, which he 
visited in that country, chiseled out of the solid 
rock, like the first I mentioned, all enriched by 
handsome work. He says the circuit round the 
one called Notre Dame, is large and pleasant. 
The top of the mountain is of the same height 
as the church. A large house is cut out of the 
rocks in front of each principal gate. 

Lucetta. How long is it since Christianity 
was first introduced into Abyssinia ? 

Miss Spencer. Some say it was first intro- 
duced in the days of Comtantine. Can any of 
you tell me when this emperor reigned ? 

Janette. It was three hundred and six years 
afler Christ that this good emperor proclaimed, 
throughout the Roman Empire, that the Chri/s- 
tian religion should be tolerated, and all public 
persecutions, from that time, should cease. 

Miss Spencer, Most terrible persecutions had 
preceded his reign. Darii^lri^ reigns^f Nero> 
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Domitian, Triyan, Antoninus, Sevenis, Maxim- 
inu8| Decius, Valerian, Aurelian, and Dioclet- 
ian, there were ten persecutions. Forty thou- 
sand Christiana suffered martyrdom, under the 
second ; and under the tenth, no less than one 
hundred and forty-fou^^usand Christians died 
in Egypt by the violdnie of their persecutors, 
besides seven hundred thousand that died 
through the privations Had fatigues of banish- 
ment. 

If we consider Egypt as the key to Abyssinia, 
as we very properly may, and also to Arabia, 
and observe that the language of Abyssinia is 
very closely allied to the Egyptian, it will not 
seem at all improbable, that some of these per- 
secuted, Egyptian Christians ^penetrated into 
Abyssinia, while fleeing befoj^ their persecu- 
tors. However pure the faitik /)f the first 
Christians who entered this country, may have 
been, it is a melancholy fact, that the churches 
are grossly corrupt at the present time, and 
Christianity is so mingled with Jewish and Pa- 
gan rites, as to exhibit scarcely the faintest ray 
of its obvious original. 

Clara, Aunt Caroline, where is Axum, the 
capital of Abyssinia, situated ? 
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Miss Spencer. It was once the capital of the 
empire, but vs now a mass of ruins. In its for- 
mer glory, it was a delightful spot It was sit- 
uated in one corner of an extensive plain, only 
twelve miles from Adowa, the capital of Tigre, 
and entirely sheltered by neighboring hills. 

Forty or more large obelisks are still found 
in one square, supposed to hare been the centre 
of this once magnificent city. Some specimens 
of sculpture, amid the ruins of churches and 
other buildings, denote the architecture to be 
Grecian. Many learned men suppose 
erected by Grecian workmen from 
few of the ruins are of Gothic design ; i 
of the inscriptions are so ancient, that 
most impossible for the greatest antiquarians %>' 
decipher them. 

A few years ago, one obelisk was standing, 
which measured full sixty feet in height, formed 
of a single block of granite, with a hollow space 
in tl^xentr^^ ibe outsi c ^' i iii i s covered with or- 
naidents iii.l£|i|^' high relief r ^ whole appear^ 
ance was ve^ light and eleganit Other lofty 
columns lie prostrate in the dust.* Large stones, 
and larger fragments have been discovered bear- 
ing inscription^ in Ethiopic. I could give you 
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a more detailed account of these inscriptions, 
and ruins, had I time ; but, omitting this, I will 
proceed to tell you something about the state of 
Amhara, which contains more than twenty prov- 
inces, mostly in possession of the Galla. 

Clara: Aunt Caroline, Lucetta said there 
were three independent states in the empire of 
Abyssinia: but I counted ybtir, as she enumer- 
ated them. 

Miss Spencer, She might have said that the 
third division comprised the United Kingdoms 
.and Efat. The latter division is a 
of land running north and south, 
declining on each side into a low 
Several streams flow through these 
vales, some of which find their way to the cele- 
brated Nile. Who can tell where the Nile 
rises, through what countries it flows, and, 
where iMinpties ? 

Jcmette. I can tell something about it, aunt 
Caroline. It is formed by two large ^l^ps 
from Abyssinia, which rise in the moniw!ro6 
of the moon ; or. as some say, one branch rises 
in Abyssinia, the other in Lower Ethiopia ; but 
Mr. Williams says they rise in the mountains of 
the moon, and unite in Nubia, from whence it 
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flows in a serpentine course, forming many 
curious cateracts or water falls ; and then turns 
due north, as far as Cairo, where it again di- 
vides into two great branches, and falls into the 
Mediterranean sea, forming a rich island, call- 
ed the Delta. The^ile rises annually, increas- 
ing in height, from the middle of June to the 
last of September, when it begins to fall. 

Miss Spencer, How long is the Nile : and 
how wide is it at Cairo? 

Janette, It is about two thousand five hun- 
dred miles long, and, at Cairo, three thousand 
feet wide. 

Miss Spencer. What causes the waters of 
this river to rise, so many months in succession ? 

Janette. I suppose, it is occasioned by the 
periodical rains, that always fall between the 
tropics. The extreme fertility of Egypt is said 
to depend on the annual overflowing of the 
Nile. 

Aunt Caroline where is the state of Shoa ? 

Miss Spencer. It joins Efat, but lies much 
lower, and contains many large towns. The 
monasteries are innumerable, and show what a 
deep hold the Romish faith has had upon the 
minds of the people. ^ r s 

* * •'. 
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Mr. Salt is of opinion that Ethiopian litera- 
ture may be found, in a more flourishing condi- 
tion in Shoa and Efat, than in any other part 
of Abyssinia ; and he thinks the inhabitants re- 
tain more of the ancient customs, and peculiar 
manners of their forefathers, than the natives 
of Tigre or Amhara. 

Janette. What is the capital of Amhara, 
Aunt Caroline ? 

Miss Spencer. Gondar is the capital. It 
contains forty thousand inhabitants, and is built 
on a high hill about twelve degrees of north lat- 
, itude, and measures from twelve to sixteen miles 
in circumference. The houses are built of red 
stone, one story high, and thatched in a cone- 
like form. The best buildings were erected by 
the Jesuits, when their influence was very great. 

The palace, at Gondar, is a four story edifice, 
flanked with square towers. A stone wall, thir- 
ty feet high, encloses the palace, and the build- 
ings connected with it. The top commands a 
magnificent view of the southern country. It 
was built in the seventeenth century, and is now 
in a state of ruin. 

The houses of the common people are built 
of clay, fH^ the roofs are thatched ia the form 
of cones. ^ 
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Miss Spencer. Instead of having shops^ the 
traders exhibit their merchandise on mats, in 
a large open square. Gold and salt serve for 
money. The salt is in bars about a foot long, 
and in paying for any article, the size of th^iece 
to be given in exchange, is agreed upon, before 
it is broken from the bar. 

Janette. What is the government of Abys- 
sinia ? 

3iiss Spencer, It is a kind of despotism. 

The will of the Emperor is the only law, 
when he has power to enforce it. He disposes, 
of life and property in the most arbitrary man- 
ner, though he seldom has a military force ad- 
equate to the enforcement of laws, should they 
be trampled upon by his subjects. 

Clara. Who has the command of the militia 
if he does not ? 

Miss Spacer. The governors of the several 
provinces. Should any one of them rise, with 
the soldiers under his authority, he would be 
more than an equal for the Emperor, unless he 
were to receive the aid of the other governors. 

Janette. Is the sovereignty hereditary, or 
elective ? 

if 155 Spacer, Both : hereditary as to family ; 
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but elective in that family. This, in part, oc- 
casions, and keeps up continual wars and rebel- 
lions. The favored individual is hated by all 
his brethren ; and each party is engaged in un- 
ceasing hostilities. The devastations committed 
in these civil wars are dreadful. Mr. Bruce 
says, an army leaves nothing living behind it. 
Fire and sword reduce the most flourishing dis- 
tricts to a wilderness, and a solitude, where the 
beasts and birds enjoy unmolested dominion, 
and increase beyond all possible conception. 
I have been told that the birds, which prey upon 
dead bodies, follow the armies in such flocks as 
to darken the air for miles, and, all around their 
encampment, the trees and ground are covered, 
as far as the eye can reach. 

Clara. O what a frightful country to live in ! 
Why don't Christians try to make it better? 
^ Miss Spencer, Because in our country, they 
have not thought much about it. I shall tell you, 
sometime, what has been attempted for this em- 
pire, in other countries. 

Lucetta. To prevent these civil wars, would 
it not be wise to confine the members of the 
reigning family ? 

Miss Spokcer. This his been done. The 
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prison selected for the abode of the brothers 
of the reigning kings, used to be a deep valley, 
which was surrounded by such steep mountains, 
that the prisoners were let down into it by ropes. 
The mountains of Devra Damo are said to be 
one of the most distinguished prisons for the 
dissatisfied members of the reigning family, in 
ancient times. 

Lucetta, Is not royalty, in Abyssinia, sur- 
rounded by dignity and splendor, as well as in 
other eastern nations 1 

Miss Spencer. Yes. In many striking par- 
ticulars, the court customs, especially at the cor- 
onation festivals, are alike in Abyssinia and 
Persia. The monarchs of both countries ex- 
clude themselves from all intercourse with their 
subjects, with a view to heighten their venera- 
tion. And whenever they do appear abroad, 
they are so muffled up that nothing is seen but 
their eyes. 

Janette, In what way does the Emperor 
hold intercourse with his subjects ? 

Miss Spencer, Through an officer, called Kal 
Hatze, which means the voice or word of the king. 
This officer sits enclosed in a lattice work bal- 
cony, with curtains drawn before him^ while the 

3 
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council is in session. The King speaks, through 
a hole in his cage, to the officer, who repeats his 
words to the court. Of late, the sovereign has 
not been so guarded, for in some of his wars, he 
has been obliged to take the field in person ; 
whenever he does so, he is attended by an offi- 
cer, who constantly rides round him with his 
shield €md lance. 

Lucetta. What are their most common weap- 
ons of war ? 

Miss Spencer. Bows four cubits long, arrows, 
lances, spears, muskets, knives, and clubs. 

Clara. Is justice done to contending parties^ 
by the judges, in times of peace ? 

ilf{55 Spencer, I hope it is sometimes ; but 
too often, violence prevails over justice. It is 
common for persons, who feel themselves wrong- 
ed and wish^the king to redress their grievances^ 
to assemble at day break, before the doors and 
windows of the palace, and there continue till 
night crying for justice in a loud trembling tone, 
and in every dialect which they can speak. 
The cry is always, " Rete O jar hai," do me 
justice O king ! In addition to all this clamor^ 
an officer, with a long whip, places himself at 
the palace door, before, the day dawns, halloMng 
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and cracking his whip to drive away the hyenas, 
and other wild beasts ; and also, as a signal for 
the monarch to arise, and attend to the concerns 
of State. 

Janette, Are the hyenas so numerous as to 
dare approach the abodes of royalty ? 

Miss Spencer, Yes, it is not uncommon for 
them to enter houses in the daytime. They 
make traveling extremely dangerous. 

Luceite. Miss Caroline, will you please to 
give us a little history of Abyssinia ? 

Miss Spencer, It is supposed by many learn- 
ed men, that the Abyssinians are descended from 
a race of the aboriginal inhabitants of Africa, 
composed of native Ethiopians, and the settlers 
from Egypt. Mr. Murry thinks they are of Ara- 
bian origin ; but Mr. Salt is confident that they 
are not. There is evidently a mixture' of Abys- 
sinian and Arabian along the coasts ; but trav- 
elers of discrimination, assert that, in features, 
color, habits, and manners, they are a distinct 
race from the Arabs. 

In ancient Abyssinia, the priests- possessed 
the chief power ; and, when a king was wanted, 
they chose thfe most respectable men of their 
order, and dnew around them a circle, over 
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which they were forbidden to pass. A priest 
entered this circle, jumping, and running, like 
some wild animal ; all the candidates for regal 
power, within the circle, scrambling to catch 
hold of him, for the one, who succeeded, was 
hailed as king ; and began, immediately, to live 
agreeably to the manner prescribed by law. He 
was regulated, in all his conduct, by the customs 
of the country over which he presided, and in dis- 
pensing rewards and punishments, was obliged 
to adhere, rigidly, to the institutions of the state. 
A subject could not be put to death by the 
king's order, though convicted of a capital of- 
fence, in a court of justice. 4n officer was sent 
to him with the signal of death ; and the crim- 
inal, shutting himself up in his own house, be- 
came his own executioner. The priests of Me- 
rae confirmed the office of the sovereign, and, 
at pleasure, limited the duration of his reign. 
When a king had displeased them, or when they 
wanted another to reign, they despatched a car- 
rier to order the king to die, 

Janette. And were the kings foolish enough 
to obey such a mandate 1 

Miss Spencer, Yes, (although! they were un- 
der no obligation to obey except I what their su- 
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perstitions imposed,) until a king arose, in the 
reign of Ptoieray the second, of courage suffi- 
cient to break this iniquitous yoke. He led an 
army against the priests of Merae, put them to 
the sword, and instituted a new worship, less 
arbitrary, and oppressive. 

The friends and adherents of the king used 
to afflict themselves with any accident, malady, 
or infirmity, with which he chanced to be visit- 
ed ; and public opinion accounted it base, and 
disloyal to refuse sharing in all their royal mas- 
ter's sufferings. To die for the emperor was 
considered a most honorable, and glorious proof 
of fidelity. 

In those early days, the country was divided 
into small states, each governed by a king chos- 
en, sometimes, for his beauty ; at others, for 
his wisdom ; and then again, for his physical 
strength. 

The Jews form a considerable class in Abys- 
sinia. They settled here in remote ages and 
have nearly lost the Hebrew language. Most 
of them are smiths, weavers, and carpenters. 
The superstitious natives believe that whoever 
has skill to work in iron has power to transform 
himself into a hyena, at pleasure. While in this 

3* 
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animal he is supposed to prowl about, at night, 
committing violence upon men, and destroying 
property ; if he gets a wound, in these nocturnal 
fr^ys, they believe the blacksmith will have a 
wound in his body corresponding with the injur- 
ed parts of the hyena. 

Modern Abyssinia was hardly known to Euro- 
peans, till it was visited by the Portuguese, near 
the close of the fifleenth century. Before that 
period, however, a few Italians had occasionally 
entered the country ; but the information, which 
they communicated concerning it, was extremely 
vague, and unsatisfactory. The king of Por- 
tugal sent an embassy thither in 1520; and, 
sometime afterwards, a mission was planned by 
the king of France ; whose missionaries were 
greatly facilitated, by the medical knowledge of 
one of their attendants, who administered med- 
icine to the king and his son with great success. 

iMcetta. What do the Abyssinians profess 
to believe ? 

Miss Spencer. They profess Christianity; 
but their religion consists merely of a motly col- 
lection of ceremonies, and traditions derived 
from the Jewish, and Christian churches, min- 
gled with Pagan, and Mohammedan supersti- 
tions. 
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To some extent, the Jewish, and Christian 
Sabbaths are observed, and so are many of the 
rites prescribed by the Mosaic law. Papal 
churches, and monasteries, as I told you before, 
are very numerous ; and saints, angels, and the 
Virgin Mary, are among the objects of worship. 
Festival days are without number. One day is 
-consecrated to Balaam's ass ; another to Pontius 
Pilate, because he washed his hands before pro- 
nouncing sentence against Christ ; another day 
is kept in honor of Pontius Pilate's wife, be- 
cause she warned him against having any thing 
to do with the blood of that just man. To com- 
memorate the baptism of Christ they play in the 
waters of the lakes, and rivers. Legends and 
miracles are so numerous, as to put the blush 
upon modern Roman Catholics. 

Janette, All this superstition, and folly does 
not deserve the name of religion. 

Miss Spencer. I know it. No religion de- 
serves the name of Christian, which does not 
produce holiness of heart and life. 

Lucetta. They must have had the Bible, or 
they would not have known about the Jewish 
rites, Balaam's ass, and Pontius Pilate. 

Miss fencer. The Scriptures have long 



32 PROSPECTIVE MISSIONS 

been translated into their language; but the 
people are extremely ignorant, place all the es- 
sentials of religion in outward show, and think 
the most awful crimes may be expiated by the 
erection of a church, or the repetition of a 
prayer. At some other time, I will tell you 
about the recent efforts, which British Christ- 
ians have made to introduce a purer faith into 
this country. Matilda, I will hear you recite 
the hymn you have committed to memory. 
Matilda then repeated the following lines. 

« O Lord, our God, arise. 

The cause of truth maintain. 
And wide, o'er all the peopled world. 
Extend her blessed reign. 

Thoa Prince of life, arise. 

Nor let thy glory cease ; 
Far spread the conquests of the grave. 

And bless the world with peace. 

Then Holy Ghost, arise. 

Extend thy healing wing. 
And, o'er a dark, and ruin'd world. 

Let light.and order spring. 

Let all on earth arise. 

To God the Savior sing; 
From shore to shore — from earth to heaven 

Let echoing anthemfi ring." 
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QUESTIONS. 

How is Abyssinia bounded 1 Wh£it is its length, breadth, 
s^nd population 1 In what latitude and longitude is it 1 Where 
is Ado wal What are the chief articles of exportation ? W hat 
curiosities are found near the river Tacazze'! When was 
Christianity introduced into Abyssinial What country may 
be called the key to Abyssinial What is the present condition 
of the churches in this country? • What is said of Axuml 
Describe the Nile. What is its lengthl When was the roy- 
al palace at Gondar builtl Are Romish Churches and monas- 
teries numerous 1 
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CHAPTER II. 

Spread through the earth, O Lord, 

The knowledge of thy ways $ 
And let all lands with joy record 

The great Redeemer's praise." 

■ 

The next time Miss Spencer devoted an eve- 
ning to the young ladies, the first question pro- 
posed was by Clara. ** Aunt Caroline," said 
she, " how do the Abyssinians look V* 

Miss Spencer, Their general tint is olive ; 
but the population embraces so many tribes, 
that the shades of complexion are greatly diver- 
sified. There is however, but little of the pecu- 
liar African physiognomy to be seen. ' Long 
hair is common, and the European cast of fea-| 
ture is frequent. They have- handsome forms, \^ 
and their movements are really graceful. 

Matilda, How do they dress ? 

Miss Spencer, They wear a large cotton 
cloth, with a blue and yellow border, confined 
about the waist by a sash or girdle made of silk 
or worsted. The higher classes wear red Indian 
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cotton, instead of white. Under these, pretty 
light robes, drawers are worn fastened to the 
girdle. The most common head-dress is a kind 
of turban. Sometimes ladies wear a tanned 
skin, highly ornamented with shells, instead of 
a cloth. It is fastened with a sash to the body 
in the same way the robes are. The men wear 
short drawers, and a loose mantle suspended 
from the shoulders. The boys and girls go en- 
tirely naked, till they are fourteen or fifteen 
years of age. Mourning dresses are literally 
*' sackcloth and ashes." 

Matilda, How do the priests dress ? 

3Itss Spencer. Sometimes they appear in the 
most splendid apparel, especially on the closing 
day of Lent, when they march in procession, 
singing psalms, and jingling bells, which they 
carry in their hands. 

Janette, Do they keep Lent, aunt Caroline ? 

Sitss Spencer, Yes, with greater strictness 
than the Catholics in America. During fifty-two 
days, the Ras or Prince does not allow one par- 
ticle of meat to be brought to his table ; and, all 
this time, you cannot prevail upon an Abyssinian 
to taste one morsel of food, till after sunset, un- 
less the priest has absolved him from observing 
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the feast, as he sometimes does, when persons 
are obliged to prosecute a journey. 

Clara, What do they subsist on, during 
this long fast? 

Miss Spencer, Bread and fish dried in a va« 
riety of forms with various, warm, vegetable 
dishes mixed up with immense quantities of 
garlics, or onionst At the close of Lent, a fes- 
tival follows, and you may see the inhabitants of 
some large towns, almost to a man, more or 
less affected by the quantity of liquor he has 
drunk in its celebration. 

Clara, What kind of liquor do they drink ? 

Miss Spencer, One kind is called Maiz^ 
and is made of honey, barley, and water fer- 
mented, and made strong with a bitter root cal- 
led Sadao. It is called wine, but intoxicates 
easily. The common drink of the people is 
called Bouaz and is prepared from two kinds of 
grain, called teff and treussa ; the first is a kind 
of pea, and the last is a very dark grain, used 
by the poor to make bread. Teff is used in 
the same way, and is more plenty than wheat, 
though the latter grain is raised in considera- 
ble quantities. 

Moi^lda. How does bouaz taste ? 
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Miss Spencer. Sourish : whether it is more 
like cider than whiskey, I am not able to say ; 
but I dare say it is capable of intoxicating. 

Clara, Without money, I do not see how- 
the poor men can buy maiz, or bouaz enough 
to get intoxicated, at festivals. 

Miss Spencer, I believe I told you that fos- 
sil salt, and cotton cloths were bartered for neces- 
sary commodities. You may often hear re- 
marks like these : " I will sell this or that thing 
for so many bars of salt, or so many webs of 
cloth." 

Clara. Where do they get their salt ? 

3Iiss Spencer. From the large salt plain, 
about fifty miles from the Bay of Amphilia, on 
the northeast coast. This plain is so extensive 
that it takes four or five days to cross it. The 
first half mile, the salt is not crusted over ; and, 
at every step your feet sink, and you find it very 
slippery and dangerous. After this, the surface 
is strongly crusted, resembling a sheet of ice, 
covered with snow, which has been thawed and 
frozen again. The whole neighborhood of the 
salt plain is infested by a cruel, ^nd ferocious 
race of Gallas who continually lie in wait for 
the salt cutters, and, whenever the officers and 

4 
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soldiers are out of sight for a moment^ instantly 
cut them off. 

Clara. What are the officers and soldiers 
stationed there for ? 

Miss Spencer, To protect the laborers on 
the plain. The salt cutters are so afraid of be- 
ing killed that they work, lying flat upon their 
bellies, hoping to escape observation, so long as 
they keep that uncomfortable posture. Some- 
times the Gallas attack the guard ; but they 
generally get defeated. 

Caffilas, or caravans, consisting of several 
hundred mules and asses laden with salt, tra- 
verse the country, in every direction. It is a 
most dangerous employment ; and whenever 
a Caffila returns to the place from whence it 
started, the whole town, or village sallies forth 
to welcome their return, with as joyful accla- 
mations, as they do their warriors after a victo- 
rious battle. 

Matilda. Do let me know more about this 
immense salt plain, and the manner of getting 
the salt. 

Miss Spencer. The natives cut out the salt, ^ 
into wedges, with a small adze. That, immedi- 
ately under the surface, is very hard, white, and 
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pure ; but, as the workmen advance deeper, it 
becomes of a coarse quality, and is much softer, 
until it has been sometime exposed to the air. 
In some places, it continues tolerably pure to 
the depth of three feet ; but generally, not more 
than two feet ; beyond this, it becomes mixed 
with the soil, and, consequently, is unfit for use. 

From this remarkable plain, the whole of 
Abyssinia is supplied with salt ? 

Clara. And money too, aunt Caroline. 

Miss Spencer, Yes, in all the markets of the 
interior ; but, at the very entrance of Abyssinia, 
yoii will find the coins of various kingdoms pass 
currently, especially on the island of Massawa, 
in the Red sea, close to the Abyssinian coast. 
These coins \yere introduced from Arabia, but 
have not penetrated far into the country. Com- 
merce, in this region, has not extended far be- 
yond the shores of the Arabian Gulf 

Clara, Aunt Caroline is not the Arabian 
Gulf, and the Red sea the same? 

Miss Spencer, Yes. How large is the Red 
sea? 

Clara, It extends a thousand and three 
hundred miles from north to south, and, in the 
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widest place, is two hundred miles across. It 
lies between Africa and Arabi.a. 

Miss Spencer. What separates this sea on 
the north from the Mediterranean sea ? 

Clara, The isthmus of Suez, and by run- 
ning a ship through the straits of Babelmandel, 
we get into the Indian Ocean, sailing between 
the coasts of Abyssinia and Arabia. 

Lucefta, Do the Galla occupy the coasts of 
Abyssinia, as well as the interior ? 

Miss Spencer, ' They have carried their con- 
quests in every direction ; and I presume, many 
of them may be found near the coasts, but not 
in such compact tribes as further in the interior. 
They are, in general extremely disgusting in 
theh" appearance, being filthy beyond descrip- 
tion, and, when they smear the blopd of animals 
over their bodies, and adorn themselves with the 
entrails, hanging them about the neck and waist, 
they are most horrid objects. They ride upon 
oxen. They live, a rude, savage, and unsocial 
life, their peculiar language being the only com- 
mon bond of union. Nothing can exceed the 
animosity, which exists between them and the 
Abyssinians. In some instances, they have 
adopted the manners and customs of the people. 
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whom they have conquered. Gondar is now in 
their hands, and they have laid aside many of 
their most barbarous customs. Each tribe elects 
its own chieflain. Almost the whole of Amhara 
is in their possession. In their predatory excur- 
sions, they destroy all human life ; indeed, they 
are a most blood-thirsty race. Mr. Bruce saw 
a Galla bhieflain drink a great part of a horn- 
fiill of warm blood from the neck of a cow. 

This people have got a possession of a great 
part of the mountainous province of Lasta, which 
lies between Tigna and Amhara. There are 
only two passes through these niountains. On 
some occasions, one Galla chieftain has muster- 
ed forty thousand soldiers. The usual orders 
are : " burn, plunder, and destroy." When a 
Galla army is prepared for battle, they rush on 
the foe, makings more hideous yell than our 
western Indians. The Shangalla is another fe- 
rocious, saTage, and pagan tribe ; they are black ; 
and their faces are almost as ugly as apes. They 
live upon locusts ; and are hunted by the Abys- 
sinians like wild beasts. They are captives, ta- 
ken from the lower part of the Tacazze, or in 
the wild forests north of Abyssinia, and some 

have been brought, by the traders, from beyond 

4# 
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the Nile. One of them told Mr. Salt, that he 
was taken, three days' journey beyond the Nile. 
He said his countrymen knew but very little 
about God, whom they call Mussa-gozza. " The 
only species of adoration they offer up to the 
deity, is during a great holiday, called kemoos, 
when the whole people assemble to sacrifice a 
cow, which is not killed in the usual way, by 
having its throat cut, but by being stabbed in 
a thousand places. They have neither priests 
nor rulers ; all men are looked upon as equals, 
though considerable respect is paid to age : an 
old man is allowed to drink first, and to enjoy 
the privilege of having two wives, while the 
younger are obliged to content themselves with 
one." 

The women share in the labors of the field, 
besides taking care of the house, and have an 
equal share of the produce of their plantations. 

When a man dies, he is buried without cere- 
mony, in his clothes ; and his relatives assemble, 
and hold a feast, killing and consuming his cat- 
tle. They eat buffaloes, elephants, deer, snakes, 
rats, and whatever falls in their way. There 
are many different tribes of Shangalla in Abys- 
sinia. They all belong to the negro race, though 
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the shades of complexion are numerous. The 
Ras usually is attended by several Shangalla, 
who, although they are slaves, are very happy. 
I have been told that slavery in the East, is rather 
honorable than disgtaceful. Slaves are often 
adopted as children, and ** bask in the sunshine 
of their master's favor." 

There is still another people, in Abyssinia, in 
whom I am more interested than either the Gal- 
la, or Shangalla. They are called Agows, and 
are found in the beautiful province of Avergali. 

Janette. Are these people different from the 
Abyssinians ? 

Miss Spencer, There is a slight difference 
in their appearance, but altogether in favor of 
the Agows, who are larger and more active. 
Their country extends from Lasta to the borders 
of Shim, not far from the river Tacazze. It is 
said, that the Agows once worshiped the river 
Nile, and very likely it was so, for, to this 
day they choose their residence as near the 
branches of it as they can. 

Clara, Is the Tacazze one branch of the Nile, 
aunt Caroline ? 

Miss Spencer, Yes. There exists a singular 
prejudice, among this people, against giving wa- 
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ter to a stranger, although they supply bread, 
and milk, in abundance in the most kind and 
cheerful manner. This prejudice has been atp- 
tributed to their superstitious veneration of the 
waters of their deified river. 

Matilda, Are they idolaters now? 

Miss Spencer, No, they were converted to 
Christianity, in the seven leenth century, and 
are far more particular in the observance of 
Christian duties, than any other people in Abys- 
sinia. Every morning, the inhabitants of each 
village assemble at early dawn, before the door 
of their respective chiefs, and recite their prayers 
in a kind of chorus together. They build their 
towns on the tops of hills : and this is the gen- 
eral custom throughout the country. Many of 
the handsomest villages are built on the moun- 
tains ; the houses are separated by green hedg- 
es, fruit trees, and flowering shrubs, making a 
most elegant appearance, at a little distance. 
The view, from some of these hill towns, is 
indiscribably pleasant. The mountains of Sft* 
men are of stupendous height ; and, through the 
passes, it is common to find hollows in the path 
full of ice and snow. While Mr. Bruce was 
crossing a mountain in Samen, he said, the snow 
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descended in large flakes resembling feathers. 
In fair weather, as you descend the southern 
side of these mountains, the view is boundless ; 
as far as the eye can reach the landscape is ex- 
tremely beautiful. 

Clara. I thought the mountains of Abyssin- 
ia appeared in three ridges, aunt Caroline ? 

Miss Spencer. They do. The finest is full 
of gullies, and broken ground, thinly covered 
with shurbs; the second ridge is higher, and 
steeper; and the third still higher and more 
rugged. In the eastern part of the empire, the 
lofty Taranta rears its summit so far above the 
clouds, that it is never seen, but in the clearest 
weather. This is said to be one of the highest 
mountains in the world. It is extremely toil- 
some and hazardous, traveling through these 
mountainous regions. Sometimes the road is in- 
terrupted by deep gullies full of loose stones, or 
obstructed by huge fragments of Rock. Some- 
times it lies in the bed of a river, that has been 
exhausted by the heat of summer, but which is 
often suddenly swelled, by the rain in the moun- 
tains, and thunders down, in an instant, with 
the violence of a mighty torrent. Now you will 
finil the road winding around a craggy hill ; and 
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now stretching along the brink of a hanging 
precipice, from which, with mingled emotions 
of fear and pleasure, you look upon the deep and 
fertile valley below. 

Mr. Bruce says, that some of the mountains 
tower in the shape of pyramids, obelisks, or 
prisms ; while others are flat, thin, and square ; 
some are hardly firm enough to resist the vio- 
lence of the wind ; while others, still more won- 
derful, appear like inverted pyramids, which, 
by some terrible convulsion, have pitcned upon 
their points, and present an apparent exception 
to the general law of gravitation. 

Clara. How must they look — how could a 
pyramid stand on its point ? 

Miss Spencer. Mr. Salt does not believe there 
are any mountains in Abyssinia of such a form as 
Mr. Bruce describes ; but he says, afler ascend- 
ing some of the ridges of mount Tarento : " On 
looking back from this spot, the view, over the 
country we had passed, became exceedingly 
grand ; there were ranges of mountains, one 
behind the other, the tops of which seemed to 
rise from what might be termed a sea of clouds, 
extending far into the horizon, where we fan- 
cied we could discern the line of the ocean 
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bounding the distant prospect." After ascend- 
ing the height of the pass, and beginning to 
descend he says : '' the view that bursts upon 
the traveler, as he begins to descend the southern 
side of Taranta, is one of the most magnificent, 
that human imagination can concieve, extend- 
ing over the abrupt mountains Qf Tigus, to the 
distant, pinacled heights of Aclamea, which, 
though regularly diversified with patches of veg- 
etation, extensive forests, and numberless inter- 
secting valleys, were so harmoniously blended 
together by a luminous atmosphere as to form 
one vast and unbroken expanse.'' During the 
further travels of Mr. Salt, he visited Dixan, 
and walked upon one of the neighboring hills, 
and he seems to describe almost the identical 
mountains of which he does not believe Mr. 
Bruce saw. I wiH repeat his words. " A thou- 
sand different shaped hills were presented to the 
view, which bore the appearance of having been 
dropped on an irregular plain ; and the differ- 
ent shades and depths, which the varied aspect 
of those hills presented, as the sun emerged from 
the horizon, rendered the scene truly magnifi- 
ent." 
Janette, I dare say these hills appeared to 
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Mr. Bruce in the form of pyramids, obelisks, 
prisms. When I am a traveler, 1 will not con- 
tradict what others say, who have gone before 
me, for the sake of appearing wiser than they. 

Miss Spencer, A good resolution, Janette, 
and I have no doubt you will keep it. 

The rude magnificence of nature is most stri- 
kingly displayed in Abyssinia, for the whole 
country is pervaded by vast ranges of mountains, 
whose amazing height, and wild irregular forms, 
must excite, at once, the most sublime ideas of 
creative power, and the most humbling convic- 
tions of the weakness of man. 

Matilda, I always had an unconquerable 
desire to visit some country more mountainous 
than the mountain parts of New England. I 
would willingly make a voyage to South Ameri- 
ca to enjoy the magnificent mountain scenery 
presented there. 

Miss Spencer, You may, possibly, visit that 
country, or Abyssinia, in the character of a mis- 
sionary. Thousands, in both countries, are per- 
ishing for lack of knowledge. But I cherish 
the hope that, before you are old enough to go, 
many missionaries, from America, will be suc- 
cessfully laboring, in Abyssinia. 
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Janette. I heard a gentleman tell Ma', that 
the British Societies did not wish America to 
interfere in their missionary plans in any part of 
Eastern or Southern Africa. 

Miss Spencer. The gentleman must have la- 
bored under a mistake, or you must have mis- 
understood his remarks, for, quite recently, some ' 
of the English gentlemen at the head of one of 
their largest missionary societies, have urged 
the American Board of Commissioners for For- 
eign Missions to establish a Mission in East Af- 
rica without delay. There have been, of late, 
but two protestant missionaries sent to Abyssin- 
ia, and one of these, [Rev. Mr. Kugler] has 
been dead, sometime. Mr. Gobat, the other 
missionary, is not able to accomplish a hun- 
dredth part of the labor, which is required in 
that country, the present year. 

Lucetta, Miss Spencer, will you please to 
tell us what has been done, by the Missionary 
Societies in England, to Christianize the Abys- 
sinians ? 

Miss Spencer, I must defer it to another op- 
portunity, and will close our meeting, this even- 
ing, with singing a hymn about Africa. 
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' '* When shall her centre opened be ; 
When shall the veil, that lay 
Upon that land of mystery so long, be torn away I 
When shall the hallowed cross be run 

Far in those sunny tracts. 
Beyond the lofty mountain screen, and 
Thundering cataracts ! 

When shall the daily barks, that bring 

Rich lading, from the sea. 

Of plumes of gorgeous coloring, and choicest ivory. 

And incense of accacia groves, ' 

And co9tly gems, and grains 
Of that most valued gold washed down 

By Abyssinian rains. 

When shall they bear a freightage back. 

More precious than those woods. 
Whose fragrance fills the Virgin's track 

In. seasons of the floods ! 
When shall each kingdom that receives. 

The Gospel learn to prize 
The treasures hidden in its leaves 

Above all merchandise ! " 

QUESTIONS. 

What is the complexion of the Abyssinians 1 Describe 
their features. What is said of their forms, and their man- 
ners 1 How do lliey dress 1 Do they keep Lent *! How loiigl 
What do they subsist on, while it lasts'! When do tl)ey eat t 
What is Maiz, and how made 1 How does bouzza taste 1 
What is used as a substitute for money 1 Describe the great 
ealt plain. How large is the Red sea 1 How wide 1 What 
do you remember about the Galla 1 Who are die Sbangalla 1 
What do they say of their country 1 Describe the Agows. 
Where do they build their houses 1 Describe tlie mountainf 
of SajDUB an j Tacanta. 



CHAPTER III. 

*< Zion, now arise and shine ! 

Lo! thy light from heaven is come ! 
Those that crowd from far are thine. 
Give thy sons and daughters room." 

"This aflernoon/' said Miss Caroline, "I 
shall endeavor to give you a better view of the 
social state in Abyssinia ; and I will begin [with 
their feasts." 

Clara, I thought you would first inquire 
about the rivers, and so I asked father to help 
ine find out a great deal concerning them. 

Miss Spencer, Well, I will first hear what 
you can tell about the rivers of this country. 

Clara, Pa' says, that, besides the torrents 
formed by the rains, and the perennial rivulets, 
which wind through the valleys, several large 
rivers rise among the hills, giving beauty and 
fertility to the country through which they flow. 

Of these the most considerable is Bahr-el- 
azrek, or Blue river, called by the Abyssinians, 
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Abay. Mr. Bruce mistook it for the Nile. It 
rises in the district of Ras-el-feel. 

The Tacazze is the next in point of size, 
and is the largest branch of the Nile. It flows 
from three springs in the province of Aget, about 
two hundred miles south west of Gondar. The 
Mareb is a. large, deep and smooth river, and 
forms the boundary between two provinces. 
The Maleg rises in the extensive marshes of 
Narea. The Maitsha, Hanago and the Haw- 
ash are all that I remember, though father men- 
tioned several more. 

3tiss Spencer, Some of these rivers have cat- 
aracts of great height, but the most magnificent 
one is that of the Abay Alata. Janette, do you 
know any thing about the Lake Dembea ? 

Janette. It is situated in the centre of Abys- 
sinia, and the river Bahr-el-Azrek empties into 
it. This lake is fifly miles long, and thirty-five 
wide in the widest place, though, in some places, 
it is not over ten miles wide. It contains many 
beautiful islands, some of which have been used 
as prisons for the great men ; and others have 
been chosen by the discontented and unhappy, 
as places of voluntary retirement. 

Miss Spencer, I will now take notice of the 
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weather. The usual range of the thermometer 
was formerly from about sixty to eighty or ninety 
degrees, though, in some mountainous regions, it 
is quite cold. In the marshy parts, the heat is 
excessive, and the air almost suffocating. 

Matilda, Is not the climate unhealthy, like 
Western Africa? 

Miss Spencer, No. Abyssinia may be call- 
ed a healthy country. In most parts, the cli- 
mate is very fine. In the Faggora country, the 
following account of what I suppose must have 
been a snow storm, is on record. '^ A show- 
er of rain was felt, which was not properly the 
nature of rain, as it did not run on the ground 
but remained very light, having scarce the 
weight of feathers, of a beautiful white color 
like flour : it fell in showers, and darkened the 
air more than rain, and liker to mist. It cover- 
ed the face of the whole country for several days, 
retaining its whiteness the whole time; then 
went away like dew, without leaving any smell, 
or unwholesome effect behind it." The climate 
varies with the surface and aspect of the coun- 
try. Few tropical countries can boast a greater 
variety of temperature. 

The valleys are so luxurient, thvt three crops 

5* 
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are often raised in a year. The first crop is 
planted in July and August, and the wheat, bar- 
ley, and teff, a kind of pea, are reaped late in 
November, or early in December. The second 
crop is sown as soon, as the first is gathered ; 
generally, this is barley, which is ready for reap- 
ing in February. The third crop is usually teff, 
which is gathered by the first of April. Al- 
though teff is, in some respects, like our peas, 
yet the common bread of the natives is made of 
it, and relished by them very well. Some of 
the mountains are covered with cultivated fields, 
nearly or quite, to their lofty summits; while 
the sides of others are clothed with forests of 
stately trees, and adorned with the richest fruits, 
and flowers of exquisite beauty and fragrance. 

Among the multitudes of rare and valuable 
plants used in medicine, and various manufac- 
tures, are the mimosi, or sensitive plant, of large 
size, the balsam tree, and the papyrus, from 
which the ancients made their paper. The 
trees and shrubs, in this rich and fertile country, 
bear firuit and flowers the year round. The 
same branch of a tree or shrub, throws out blos- 
soms only once a year, yet, as the buds and 
blossoms appear first on the western boughs, 
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then on the southern, then on the northern and 
last of all on the eastern boughs, some part of 
the tree is bearing fruit and flowers at all sea- 
sons. 

Matilda, This is a very curious fact. The 
trees and plants are always covered with fresh 
verdure then. How are the seasons distinguish" 
ed? 

3iiss Spencer. The trees are iall evergreens 
in the strictest sense of the word. The leaves 
are tough and glossy, and are thus enabled to 
withstand the long pelting rains. There is a 
wet and dry season. From April to September 
is the rainy, and then succeeds, almost without 
interval, a cloudless sky, and a vertical sun. I 
have been told that the mountains of Taranta 
ibrm a complete boundary between the opposite 
seasons ; on the side next the Red Sea, the rainy 
season is from October to April ; and on the 
western side, cloudy, cold, and wet weather pre- 
vails from May to October. A few weeks be- 
fore the commencement of the rains, the earth 
is exceedingly dry, and this is the most sickly, 
season. The thunder and lightning, in this 
country, are frequent and terrible. A sort of 
whirlwind, called typhoon, is common here, and 
also in the seas of India. 
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Clara. Do they have large flocks and herds 
of cattle, like the people of Western, and Cen- 
tral Africa? 

Miss Spencer, Yes. The domestic animals, 
in Abyssinia, are similar to those in Europe, and 
America. The pastures are very rich, and the 
species of the cow are almost innumerable. The 
Galla oxen, called Sanga, have horns of remark- 
able size, measuring four feet in length, and 
twenty-one inches in diameter, near the head- 
of the animal. Mr. Bruce thought these im- 
mense horns the result of disease ; but Mr. Salt 
thinks otherwise. The Galla cows have horns 
nearly as large. Other cows are seen, with short 
horns ; some with horns of moderate length, and 
some with none at all. The hair of some of these 
animals is very short, and glossy. The buffalo 
of Abyssinia is extremely ferocious. Goats are 
numerous ; and it is not uncommon to see sever- 
al thousand milch goats, and kids in the neigh- 
borhood of one Abyssinian encampment, espe- 
cially if situated near some lofly mountain. 

Matilda, I wish you would describe one of 
their encampments. 

Miss Spencer, The men always go armed 
with long knives^ which they use for everything. 
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On their journeys, when night overtakes them, 
with these knives they cut down trees, or large 
branches, and lay them together, very expedi- 
tiously, so as to form pretty convenient bowers, 
which they cover with coarse thick cloth, mak- 
ing a complete protection against the cold and 
dampness of the night, and the heat of the sun, 
should they find it necessary to stop a number 
of days. These encampments make a most 
wild and romantic appearance, at night, when 
situated in a deep valley, with high mountain 
peaks, on every side ; their fires blazing in differ- 
ent directions, each surrounded by a circle of 
natives; and their horses, cattle, and sheep, 
grazing around them. 

Matilda. They are almost as wild as our 
untutored Indians. Have they no tools except 
knives ? 

Miss Spencer, Yes, but very few. Those 
used in erecting a house are only a small adze, 
and the blade-bones of a bullock for a shovel. 
The only plough known, you recollect I told you, 
was a crooked stick. 

McUilda, And no kind of manufactures ? 

Miss Spencer. Minerals are very scarce ; 
but the Galla make curious brass chains ; and 
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Other natives manufacture cotton cloths, ear- 
then ware, and some, very handsome parchments' 
from sluns. They have become acquainted the 
art of tanning leather. The bags, in which 
grain is carried to market, are made of kid skins, 
stripped off nearly whole, and dressed. They 
are similar to the leather bottles in which milk, 
water, and other liquids, are conveyed from 
place to place. Charms are manufactured, and 
sold by ignorant and unprincipled priests, who 
traverse the country, imposing upon the creduli- 
ty and weakness of the natives, in the same way 
they do in Central Africa. 

Saddles and bridles are also manufactured ; 
but in a rude way. The saddle is only two pieces 
of wood fastened together with leather thongs. 
The pommel is high enough to lean upon, and 
the back, still higher ; the whole is then covered 
with red leather. A quilted cloth protects the 
shoulders of the horse, and spreads considerably 
on each side. The saddle is secured very tight- 
ly by a girth, and broad breast-band, and crup- 
per. This last article passes round the hinder 
part of the animal altogether unlike the crupper 
used in America, which is sustained only by 
the tail of the horse. An ornamental collar, made 
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of the mane of the Zebra, is in great demand, 
and is worn around the necks of the war-horses 
belonging to the chiefs on state days. But few 
of the principal men are able to procure this 
admired ornament. 

Matilda, How are the bridles made ? 

ilftS5 Spencer, They have coarse bits, plain 
leather head-stalls, and the reins are neatly 
wrought chains, of small size. 

Clara. Are the horses handsome ? 

Janette. Aunt Caroline, is the Zebra like a 
horse ? 

Miss Spencer, I will answer both of your 
questions. The Abyssinian horses are strong, 
and of a beautiful make, and are kept in good 
fiesh. Their owners ride handsomely ; they sit 
very gracefully, and manage their horses with 
uncommon skill. They use much shorter stir- 
rups than the Arabs. 

The Zebra, is found chiefly in the southern 
provinces ; it is the handsomest of four footed* 
beasts. He has the shape and graces of the 
horse, and the swiftness of the stag. His coat 
is striped black and white, with so much regular- 
ity, that it seems as if nature had made use of 
the rule and compass, in drawing and parting 
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it These bands of black and white are as 
exactly divided as a web of striped silk stuff. 
These stripes extend over the whole surface of 
the skin ; so that, at a little distance, this beauti- 
ful creature looks as if he were surrounded with 
little ribbands. These bands or fillets are al- 
ways black and white on females ; and on the 
males they are a lively brown and yellow. The 
hair is short, fine and thick, and extremely glossy. 

Clara, Aunt Caroline, did you ever see a 
Zebra ? 

Miss Spencer, Yes, I saw just such a one as 
I have described. 

Matilda, Do mention some of the other ani- 
mals natural to Abyssinia. 

Miss Spencer, Lions are occasionally found 

in the sandy districts, which border on the river 

Macazze. To kill one, confers great honor, 

• even upon a chief. It gives him the enviable 

' jprivilege of wearing its paw upon his shield. 

4l8 skin is formed into a dress, and very richly 

ornamented. Leopards are numerous. The 

skins are highly prized ; those of black leopards 

are worn by governors of provinces. There is 

another species, said to have a face like a man, 

of a very ferocious disposition. It carries off 
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children, and even men, when found asleep. 

« 

There are tiger cats, and wild cats, and the zib- 
et or civet cat, a little animal not unlike our 
cat, excepting that his front is more pointed, 
his claws less dangerous and his cry different. 
Musk is obtained from the zibet or civet in such 
quantities as to constitute a considerable article 
of commerce. Jack alls and foxes are also nu- 
merous. 

Janette, Are the Abyssinian foxes as cun- 
ning as the one you told me about last evening? 

Clara. O, aiint Caroline; do tell about it 
again, for Matilda, and Lucetta did not hear 
you tell about it. 

Miss Spencer. There was a fox in England, 
some years since, that was partially tamed, and 
taught to sit by a wheel to turn the spit at the 
kitchen fire. He soon got tired of roasting din- 
ners for others to eat, and ran off into the woods. 
In that country fox hunts are very common sport; 
and one day, a pack of dogs were set loose on him, 
and some of his neighbors. In the chase, he 
fled through the town, and by the house, where 
he had roasted so many good dinners ; and, leap- 
ing through the door of his old home, he riin to 
the fire, and fell to turning the spit, till all the 

6 
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dogs were out of sight and hearing, and thus 
saved his life. 

Matilda, This was a very knowing fox ; and 
I dare say, the proverbial expression, " as cun- 
ning as a fox," grew out of this adventure. Do 
they not sometimes catch geese and chickens? 

Miss Spencer. Yes, and rabbits, and young 
lambs, and sometimes, if very hangry they attack 
bee-hives, and get at the honey, though they 
always pay dear for the theft, by the severe 
stinging they are sure to get. 

Among other animals in Abyssinia, there are 
camels, dromedaries, elephants, rhinoceroses, 
goats of every species, asses, camel-leopards, 
buffaloes, monkeys, baboons, and apes. 

Janette, Is the unicorn of the Scripture, and 
the rhinoceros the same animal ? 

Miss Spencer. It is a matter of uncertainty. 

That animal is described as having but one 
horn, while the Abyssinian rhinoceros has two. 
This animal has prodigious strength, and his 
skin is so very thick and hard that, with whatev- 
er violence he rushes through woods, he never 
gets scratched. When pursued by the hunters 
his flight is very swifl. Mr. Bruce, and many 
others went out, one day, in pursuit of these anU 
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mals, as they heard their peculiar groan, and cry 
in the neighborhood. At length, they got sight 
of one trotting away to the woods in great haste. 
The hunters hurled their javelins ; and thirty 
or forty entered, and stuck fast in the poor 
creature's huge carcass. He ran into a deep 
hole with such fury, that he broke off nearly a 
dozen of them. A ball was fired at his head 
and he fell; and his pursuers began to cry 
victory. Some of the natives jumped down into 
the hole to cut him to pieces ; but before they 
were quite ready, he rose upon his knees ; this 
terrified them so that they sprang out quicker 
than they leaped in afler him : however, one of 
them drew his long knife across the sinews of 
his legs, and, by that means, he was prevented 
from tearing them to pieces. 

Mr. Salt says, the rhinoceros frequents only 
the low countries, or the wild forests of Wof- 
ferat. He says the horns have no connection 
with the bones of the head. The natives say 
he can raise and depress his horns; This ani- 
mal is valued, by the hunters, principally, for 
his skin and horns. The former is much used, 
in Arabia, for shields ; and the latter are manu- 
factured, in India, into elegant cups, which are 
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used by princes, and great men : these horns are 
also used for the bandies of swords and daggers, 
throucrhout the eastern world. 

o 

Clara, How large are the horns ? 

Miss Spencer. Mr. Pearce procured a pair, 
the largest of which measured two feet in length, 
but this was the largest sized one, that had ever 
been seen at Antalo. Buffaloes are highly priz- 
ed in Abyssinia. The skins are formed into 
shields, and when handsomely made, and well 
seasoned, they sell for four and five dollars. 

The jackalls are very mischievous ; and make 
sad destruction among the poultry. Horses are 
found in great numbers ; and the country is in- 
fested by flocks of baboons, and apes, who in- 
jure, and oflen, destroy whole fields. Rats and 
mice are also among the host of destroyers. 

Clara, Are not baboons and ourang-outangs 
the same creatures ? 

Miss Spencer, I suppose there is not any es- 
sential difference between them. Both are found 
in Africa, Southeastern Asia, and a great many 
of the tropical islands. 

Clara, I wish you would describe them. 

Miss Spencer, Some of the largest, when 
standing erect, measure six feet in height. In 
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their wild state, they avoid mankind^ and choose 
the most solitary places. They are strong, hold, 
and very active. Their chief food consists of 
nuts, and tender plants. 

Clara, Are they often caught ? 

Miss /fencer. The largest are not, but the 
smaller, and younger ones are frequently, taken. 
Not long since, one of the ourang-outang spe- 
cies was caught in the Condo country, and eMSh 
ried to Liberia, and sold to the governor.'^ Mr. 
Russwurm says, it was very young — almost a h^ 
by, and yet its little face was all puckered up 
with wrinkles; the body was covered with black 
hair, and it walked on all fours like a dog ; but 
it soon learned to sit up, and feed itself with its 
right paw or hand, and seemed quite fond of the 
food, which was prepared for the family. Some 
of the natives of Liberia, say they have seen 
them walking upright with a stick, or cane in 
the hand like a man. One of the colonists* saw 
one of the animals in the river Jurk gathering 
crabs, and he appeared to go to work as method- 
ically as a man. Mr. Salt describes a species 
of lemus, which he met with, while in Abyssin- 
ia, of a very curious form. It is about the size 
of a cat, and is often seen <hi the branches 
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of the trees; the body is covered over with long 
and perfectly white hair, except on the back, 
which is marked with a large oval spot of short 
hair jet black. It has a long tail faintly striped 
black and white, with white bushy hair at the 
end. The skins sell for half a dollar a piece, 
every man wishes to ornament his shield with a 
small piece of the skin. When neatly sewed to- 
gether, they form splendid coverings for couches; 
but are seen no where except in the abodes of 
royalty. The Ras gave one of them to Mr. Salt, ' 
and he sent it to England, where it may be seen 
among the collections of the present king. 

Among the different species of dogs, there is 
the paria dog of India. They always go in 
packs, without owning any particular master. 
These packs are usually attached to villages. 
There is another strong and swift kind of dog, 
which is much used by hunters. - These are so 
expert in catching guinea fowls, that they never 
loose sight of them, from the moment they are 
routed, till they are fairly run down. 

You cannot enter a house in Abyssinia with- 
out finding one tame cat or more. 

The rivers, and marshes, are swarming with 
crocodiles^ that measure from twenty to thirty 
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feet in length, of a blackish brown color above, 
and a yellow white beneath. Its principal in- 
strument of destruction is the tail ; a single blow 
of which has overturned a native canoe. None, 
but human beings, can combat him with suc- 
cess ; and even men are oRen devoured by them. 
They have very long heads, and wide mouths 
filled with twenty-seven teeth in the upper, and 
fifteen in the under jaw. As they are destitute 
of lips the frightful teeth are always grinning at 
you. The tongue is small, and the eyes sparkle 
in the sun, and always glare like fire. This I 
suppose is the leviathan of the Scriptures. The 
Abyssinians call them agoos and are in such fear 
of them that you cannot persuade one of them 
to wash his hands in the Tacazze river, till he 
gets some one to splash the water, by throwing 
stones, to drive them away. When they ford a 
river, they go armed with spears, and set i^ such 
a shouting, and hooting that you would think, 
the inhabitants of the land and water would fiee 
before them. 

I will tell you about the hippopotamus to-mor- 
row evening. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Where does the river Babr-el-azrek rise 1 Is the Tacazza 
river one branch of the Nile 1 Where is the lake Dembea 1 
How high does the thermometor rise in Abyssinia 1 Does 
snow ever fall there 1 How many crops are raised in a yeart 
Are the trees always green 1 Are the cattle numerous 1 De- 
scribe the Galla oxen. Describe a native encampment. 
What do yo« remember about the Galla manufactures 1 De- 
scribe the saddles and bridles used in this country. Are the 
horses handsome 1 What is said of tlie Zebra, the lion. 
Leopard, the tiger cat, civet, and fox 1 What other animals 
are found in Abyssinia 1 What is said of the rhinoceros 1 
What use is made of his skin 1 Do you remember what is 
said of baboons, or ourang-outangs 1 Describe the lemur. 
Wluit is said of the paria dog, and the hunting dog 1 Are 
crocodiles numerous 1 Can you describe one 1 
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CHAPTER IV. 

^ «* From sea to sea— from shore to shore, :. /* 

May Jesus be adored ; ^ ^' 

And earth with all her millioiis shout ^'' . 
Hosanna to the Lord ! " 

** Come do let us get ready to hear ambil 
hippopotamus, and other animals of Abyssinia 
at an early hour/' said Matilda Copeland, '^ for 
I can remember what I hear in conversation as 
long again as what I read in books." 

Miss Spencer. The Abyssinians call this ani- 
mal gomani. They are found in all the lakes, 
and rivers ; but, between the fording places on 
the Tacazze, are deep holes and pits which ar« 
nearly unfathomable, where these huge crea- 
tures collect in great numbers. Their skins 
are so hard that a musket ball makes no more 
impression, than it does upon a crocodile or a 
rock. 

Mr. Salt says, that three men, belonging to 
his party, fired^ simultaneously, at the head of 
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one of these animals, as he raised it out of the 
water. The contents of each struck his fore- 
head, but he only glanced an angry scowl at 
them, and plunged to the bottom of the river 
with a roaring kind of grunt. He soon rose 
near the same spot, and looked about himself 
quite unconcerned, when the gentlemen dis- 
charged their pieces at him again, with no more 
ejQTect than at first. In the course of the day, 
rtfearly twenty appeared, and wiere fired at with 
leluSen balls, over and over again, but to no kind 
of purpose. *' One of the most interesting parts 
of the sport," said Mr. Salt, " was to observe 
the ease with which these animals quietly drop- 
ped down to the bottom ; for, the water being 
very clear, we could distinctly see them as low 
as twenty feet below the surface." 

Camel leopards are numerous, in the most un- 
frequented parts of the interior ; but, they are 
so extremely shy, that they are seldom caught. 
The skin is highly valued ; and ornaments made 
of the hair, plucked from the tail, are commonly 
fastened to the butt-ends of the whips, used as 
fly brushes. The flies are exceedingly trouble- 
some, during the hot season. These whips are 
called '^Halinga," and are formed out of the 
skin of the hippopotamus. 
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The Elephant is found in all the forests bor- 
dering upon the empii^ of Abyssinia. The 
Shangalla hnnt them for their teeth. 

Hunting is one of the most common, and fa- 
vorite arkiusements of the Abyssinians. While 
Mr. Pearce was in the country, he marched 
with the army of the Ras a considerable dis- 
tance, and the troops took a vast quantity of 
game. 

They fell in with an immense herd of ele- 
phants, and slaughtered between sixty and sev- 
enty of them ; but while engaged in taking them^ 
several of these unwieldly animals made a des^ 
perate rush through a narrow pass, which was 
well guarded, and killed a considerable number 
of men. 

Now, if you please, I will introduce you to an 
Abyssinian feast. — And you must prepare your- 
selves for a disgusting scene. A long rough 
table is set out, with benches on either side. Out- 
side of the door, cows and bullocks lie strug- 
gling with their feet tied close together; and 
two men cut the skin, in lines, each side the 
back-bone, and begin to flay off the hide ; and, 
when a large place is stripped, they cut off the 
flesh in steaks called shaUudaJ^ The tormented 
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animals roar, bellow, and struggle most horribly ; 
and this is the signal for the guests to assemble 
round the " festive board.'' A coarse cake, 
made of the flour of teff is placed before each 
individual, instead of a plate. Several of these 
tough cakes are laid aside for the master's use, 
instead of a napkin. The servants then bring 
the warm, palpitating junks, in their hands, and 
lay them upon the cakes. With his long, 
crooked knife, each gentleman, seated between 
two ladies, cuts the meat into little squares 
likfi force meat ; peppers and salts them well, 
and, rolling them up in little balls, and envel- 
oping them in scraps of the teff cake, leaves it 
for the lady to cram the gentleman till he is half 
choked. 

Clara. Does she have to rise to do this work ? 

Miss Spencer. No, he bends towards her, 
with his mouth wide open. The higher the of- 
fice or rank of the gentleman, the larger the 
balls with which he is stuffed ; and the more 
noise he makes in champing the bloody morsel, 
the more polite, and genteel is he considered. 

Matilda. How is the lady emi^oyed who 
sets beside him, on the other hand ? 

Miss Spencer. It takes two ladies, at a feast. 
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to feed one gentleman ; he turns his face first 
one way and then the other. 

Janette. Why do not the men feed them- 
selves ? 

Miss Spencer, Because it is not the custom ; 
it would be quite disgraceful. When the gen- 
tleman has swallowed as much as he can hold, 
he prepares two great balls, and taking one in 
each hand, tosses them at the same moment, 
into the open mouths of the waiting fair ones, 
who have fed him. He then drinks copiously 
from a large handsome horn ; and when the 
ladies have finished their repast, they all drink 
and joke together with much good humor. 

Clara, What becomes of the bleeding vic- 
tims at the door 1 

Miss Spencer, So long as they can cut off 
the flesh from the bones, without injury to the 
great arteries, the poor animals writhe and moan 
in the greatest possible agony ; but, when tbey 
cut up the fleshy parts of the thigh, the blood 
flows plentifully and death almost instantly en- 
sues. The remaining flesh becomes so tough 
that these monstrous Inrutes find it next to im- 
possible to tear it to pieces with their teeth. 

Sometimes, at a feast, a whole quarter of an 
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OX is served raw with pepper and salt, and the 
gall is used as a sauce, instead of oil and Tine- 
gar. 

Matilda, Are not such a blood-thirsty people 
extremely cruel in their treatment of each other ? 

Miss Sjpencer, Yes, they are so. Murder 
seems to them mere sport ; and even little chil- 
dren would kill each other, had they strength 
safficient. 

Clara. Now, aunt Caroline, do you believe 
they feast upon live cattle as you have described ? 

Miss Spencer. Yes. I have not the least 
doubt of it. Mr. Salt once saw a cow thrown 
down, by the natives on a marsh, and, after cut- 
ting out two junks of steaks, they plastered over 
the wounds, and drove the poor creature to the 
micampment, where they killed and finished eat- 
ing her. 

MaHlda. Is feasting all the recreation in 
which they indulge ? 

Miss Spencer. No, they are extravagantly 
ibnd of amusements ; and it is not uncommon, 
to see whole villages engage in a game, which 
they call Kersa, similar to the English game 
of bandy, or ball. I presume it is the same 
Ifame we call bat ball. Different villages fre- 
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quentiy challenge each other to contest; and, 
as in this country, plays which hegin with a 
frolic, oflen end in a quarrel; however, they 
never fight, on these occasions, with anything 
more formidable than the bandies, or bat sticks. 
When the victorious party return home, they 
shout and dance all the way, amidst the joyful 
acclamations of the women. Sometimes they 
do not get half through a game before a quarrel 
begins, and both men and women abuse each 
other with the foulest language, exhibiting the 
most violent rage. 

Mr. Bruce says, the Ras was obliged to inter- 
fere, in one quarrel ; but he did not succeed in 
bringing them to order, till several men were 
killed. 

Mimicry is another favorite amusement; and 
though the performers seldom speak, the pan- 
tomine is perfectly understood; and nothing 
can exceed the satire, which is expressed on 
some of these occasions. The actors are usual- 
ly jesters belonging to the court of the Ras, or 
attached to the households of other great men. 
One of these jesters gratified a party of English 
gentlemen, by imitating the manners of a great 
man, whose courage was, at least, questionable. 
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mimicking the over-straining politeness of an 
A mharic courtier 'before his superior; and the 
mincing steps, and coquettish manners of the 
women of Amhara. 

A favorite jester of the Ras gave him some 
offence, and he was forbidden ever to set his 
foot upon the carpet, in his presence again. 
The very next day, however, the jester mounted 
on the shoulders of an attendant, went up close 
to the Ras, and reaching forward, cried out, in 
a whimsical tone : *' you can't say that I am on 
your carpet now." The Ras laughed, and the 
mimic was restored to favor. This is only one 
specimen of their conduct. Like the fools, in 
the days of Shakespear, they exercise their in- 
genuity on persons of every description, without 
regard to rank or station. 

Births and marriages occasion similar festivals. 
The beginning of these festivals are gay and 
pleasant, but they generally close in intoxica- 
tion, although this seldom interrupts their har- 
mony or merriment. 

Janette, Are marriages celebrated there, as 
they are here ? 

Miss fencer. No; marriages are formed 
and dissolved, at the caprice or pleasure of the 
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parties. The rite is celebrated with a great deal 
of ceremony, and with some solemnity ; but con- 
jugal fidelity is in Tery little estimation. To 
give you an example. An English gentleman 
met an Abyssinian woman of quality in compa- 
ny with seven men, each of whom had been her 
husband, though at that time, she was released 
from her marriage relations to every one of them. 

Like the Jews, the Abyssinian parents and 
relatives dispose of daughters in marriage, with- 
out consulting them. The moment consent is 
obtained of the parents, the girl's dower, or por- 
tion is talked over. The quantity of gold, cat- 
tle, cloth, &c., is settled ; and the wedding-day 
fixed. The marriage is declared, so soon as 
the company is assembled, and afler a day spent 
in frolicking, drinking, and carousing, the bride 
is carried to her husband's house, either on his 
own shoulders, or on one of his attendants. 

The wife does not change her name as with 
us ; and her marriage portion is kept separate 
from her husband's ; and, if he makes himself 
disagreeable to the lady, she leaves hiAi/car- 
rying with her the dower she received jipon ber 
marriage. Provided he has treated her kindly, 
and she chooses to sepa];^te, he is not obliged 
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to pay back her portion. If she prove unfaith- 
ful, he has a right to dismiss her without prop- 
erty. But it is very difficult to prove infidelity, 
in that country; quite as much so as in this. 
In case they separate, by mutual agreement, the 
father takes the boys, and the mother the girls ; 
if all the children are girls, the father is obliged 
to take the whole. The distinction of legitimate 
and illegitimate children is wholly unknown. 
A few marriage rites are performed by the Rom- 
ish priests, or by the priests of the Greek church ; 
but generally speaking, the simple compact is 
preferred, because it can be dissolved at pleas- 
tu-e. 

Matilda. All their customs are as savage, or 
nearly so, as the New Zealanders : and they 
seem to be as destitute of all moral sensibility. 

Miss Spencer, They are nearly so. False- 
hood, perfidy, and deceit are preferred to truth 
and honesty, even where the latter would serve 
their turn quite as well, or better than the form- 
er. They show their peculiarly savage feelings, 
in the punishments prescribed by their laws. 

Clara. What are they, aunt Caroline ? 

Miss Spencer. Flaying alive, hewing to piec- 
es with a sabre, and stoning to death, are their 
capital punishments. 
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Clara. Are the funeral customs as revolting 
as those observed at feasts ? 

Miss Spencer, They are such as you would 
naturally expect, from a superstitious, ignorant, 
and debased people. The Abyssinians have as 
deep rooted a belief of the possession of the sick 
by the devil, as the natives of Ceylon ; and when 
a person is attacked by a fever, or other severe 
illness, his friends bring before him, all the gold, 
silver, and fine clothes that they can all muster ; 
and then they bring drums, and trumpets. With 
this clamor, and the vociferous outcry each 
makes, they expect to expel the demon from the. 
patient. But the moment death approaches, the 
noise ceases, for a moment, and then all the 
friends set up a most doleful howl ; and, when 
the spirit departs, they pluck out their hair, 
scratch their faces, sob and scream till they fall 
to the ground. The neighbors and acquain- 
tance join their notes of sorrow, and in addi- 
tion, the dependents set in and the scene is in- 
describable. 

Formerly the body was salted, and fitted into 
a statue resembling the person, and then placed 
in the niche of a pillar prepared for the purpose. 
This statue was made of gold, silver, and earth- 
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ern ware, according to the wealth, and rank of 
the deceased. In this statue it remained about 
a year in the house of the nearest relative who 
offered sacrifices, and first fruits to the departed, 
till the year expired ; and then it was fixed in 
a place set apart for that purpose, near the town. 
But in later times, the corpse is washed, soon af* 
ter death, smoked with incense, and then sewed 
up in one of the robes, or in the clotlies worn when 
alive, and carried immediately to the grave, and 
deposited. The next day they hold a feast in 
honor of the dead ; and, if the friends are great, 
or rich, an image is richly decked out to repre- 
sent the departed, and it is placed on his favorite 
mule, and carried about the town, in a procession 
followed by all his other horses and mules, deck- 
ed out with all the ornaments he has been able 
to collect for that purpoie during all his life time. 
The hired mourners wail and lament, till they 
reach the tomb, and then the whole multitude 
join the pii6^.and relatives/and a more horri- 
ble concert cannot be imagined. The whole 
company return to the dwelling of the deceased, 
and kill, eat, and drink maiz and bouzza, till 
they are all intoxicated. These feasts of the 
dead are celebrated every year with increasing 
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splendor and expense ; all aim to outdo each oth- 
er in the frequency of these mournful^ and joy- 
ful visits to the tombs of departed friends. 

Matilda, How long do you think it will be 
before Abyssinia will become a civilized and 
Christian nation ? 

Miss Spencer. It can never become anything 
more than nominally Christian, until faithful 
ministers of religion shall go and preach to the 
present ignorant, and indolent inhabitants, the 
Gospel of Christ, in its purity ; and these cannot 
go, till they are sent by Christians, and furnish- 
ed with all the moral machinery necessary to es- 
tablish Christian institutions. 

Clara. What do you call moral machinery, 
aunt Caroline ? 

Miss Spencer. Sabbath schools, Bible class- 
es, prayer-meetings, conferences, catachetical 
lectures, and other means, such as are used 
among us, to enlighten, and reclaim impenitent 
men. v 

The situation, and natural advantages of Ab- 
yssinia render it a most important field for mis- 
sionary enterprise. 

Were zealous ministers of religion to enter 
this country, in sufficient numbers to establish 

8 
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schools, and prosecute the appropriate labors of 
missionaries, it would not be long before pure 
religion, and civilization would diffuse them- 
selves over the whole of Eastern Africa. 

Lucette. Miss Caroline, I feel impatient to 
hear about the birds of Abyssinia, and the rep- 
tiles, for perhaps I may one day,* offer myself 
as a missionary to that country, should I not get 
discouraged by the dangers to be encountered 
after I get there. 

Miss Spencer. The fear df beasts, or birds 
of prey never yet drove a true hearted mission- 
ary from his purpose of preaching Christ to the 
heathen ; but it is wise for people to count the 
cost, before they engage in any enterprise of 
consequence. You must wait till another even- 
ing before you hear about the birds, insects, ser- 
pents, and other matters I have still to relate. 

QUESTIONS. 
What do Abyssinians call the hippopotamusi Where is he ' 
usually seen 1 Are their skins hard or soft 1 Tell all yoa 
know about this animal. For what do the Shangalla hunt the 
elephant 1 Describe an elephant hunt. How are feasts ar- 
ranged in Abyssinia 1 Do the men feed themselves 1 Are 
these people fond of amusements ? Mention some of the most 
popular ones. How are marriages celebrated 1 Do the wo- 
men change their names after marriage '! Have they much 
sensibility to moral beauty 1 What are their funeral custom.^? 
Is not Abyssinia a most interesting and important field for 
tnJagionary operations 1 



CHAPTER V. 

*' Jesus immortal King, arise ! 

Assert thy rightful sway, 
Till earth subdued, its tribute brings 

And distant lands obey." 

I HAVE set down this evening, said Miss Spen- 
cer, to finish my account of Abyssinia, and you 
must pay good attention, or you will not be able 
to repeat to your brother Charles as many par- 
ticulars as you promised him at parting. 

The birds of Abyssinia are of almost every 
size, hue, and name. But the Ostrich is the 
largest. It is found in the low districts, near the 
northern limits of the empire. Its feathers are 
very beautiful, and are much worn by ladies in 
Europe and America. It has wings, but cannot 
fly : when in haste, it expands them, and runs 
with such speed, that no horse can overtake 
them. On account of their prodigious size and 
strength, they have been called "the winged 
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camel." Golden eagles are found here : by 
some they are called the African bearded eagles. 
They have a film, which they can draw over the 
eye at pleasure, of a deep, bright scarlet ; the 
space round the eye, and in front of it as well 
as an angle behind, is of a deep black, which 
gives to the eye, a very bright lustre. 

Matilda, When the scarlet film is drawn 
aside, what is the color of the eye ? 

Miss Spencer, The pupil of the eye is a 
deep glossy black, and the iris a sandy yellow. 
The head is covered with small, dirty white 
feathers ; and those on the back of the neck 
stand erect, somewhat resembling a ruff. The 
one caught by Mr. Salt measured eight feet from 
the tip of one wing to that of the other. When 
the Abyssinians set out on a journey and meet 
a species of eagle, which they call Guodic 
Goodie, (but by naturalist, called " The Abys- 
sinian white-breasted Lanner,'') they watch its 
movements very carefully, and from them draw 
good or bad omens. If they first see it sitting 
with its breast towards them, till they pass by 
they are overjoyed at the good omen ; but it is 
not so good if its back first meet the eye ; and 
if it fiy away hastily, as they approach, the more 
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superstitious part of the community, immediate- 
ly go home, and wait till more favorable signs 
of success to their journey or other expedition, 
appear. Among the hieroglyphics in Egypt, 
this kind of bird is every where seen ; and some 
learned men think it is the same bird known as 
the sacred hawk, so much venerated by the an- 
cient inhabitants of that country. It would be 
accounted a crime in Abyssinia to kill a Guodic 
Goodie. The same kind of birds, as these which 
are found in Western Africa, near the rivers 
Gambia, and Senegal, are plenty in various parts 
of Abyssinia. 

Domestic pigeons are so numerous in this 
country, that hundreds are to be seen hovering 
round the house of every chief in the land. 
They are well fed, and afford a fine dish to Eu- 
ropeans ; the natives do not often object to eat- 
ing them. They have a bright, red eye, and the 
plumage of all is alike. The Abyssinian paro- 
quet is a very beautiful bird, between six and 
seven inches long, with a bright led bill. The 
feathers are most elegantly shaded with different 
tints of green, scarlet, and yellow, with here 
and there a band, or bar of black. They are 
mostly found about the passes of the Taranta 

8* 
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mountains. I might enumerate, and describe 
a hundred different birds, belonging to Abyssin- 
ia if I had time ; but I shall mention only a few 
more. There is a bird called the splendid creep" 
try found near the Tacazze river, between eight 
and nine inches long ; its head, neck, breast, 
back and part of the wings, present an indescri- 
bable glow of metal ic lustre, never surpassed by 
any other bird. The head, neck, and breast are 
of a golden green color, mingled with a consid- 
erable portion of rich coppery, purplish gloss, 
which gilds most of the other parts of its body. 
The wings are dusky, edged with deep blue. 
Some of the tail feathers are a blue black, edged, 
half the length, with a bright steel blue. In a 
glittering sun, its lustre is very great. 

At the close of the rainy season, a species of 
kite, annually, comes to Abyssinia. At first, 
they feed on the shell fish, which, by the long 
rains are forced from the salt springs, where they 
have been long nourished, and as the waters sub- 
side, are left on the margin of the deserts for 
these hungry kites ; when these are all devour- 
ed, they seek the carcasses of wild beasts, which 
have been slain for their skins, by the hunters ; 
when these are exhausted, they take to the 
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6elds, aud feast on the myriads pf rats, and 
mice, by which they are infested ; and then they 
seek the track of some army, and subsist on 
the carcasses of slaughtered cattle, and beasts 
of burden, that perish from overloading, or other 
ill-treatment. Numerous soldiers die of sick- 
ness, as well as on the field of battle, and are 
all left to gorge these ravenous birds, vultures, 
and wild beasts. 

Owls are scarce, but of enormous size, and, 
for owls, quite handsome. There are white 
crows as well as black ones. Ravens are very 
large, with black and brown feathers, curioually 
intermingled. The beak is tipt with wbite, 
and a tufl of milk white feathers on his jet black 
head, in the form of a cap, gives him a curious 
appearance. 

The plains are covered with storks : but the 
country is destitute of all kinds of geese, except- 
ing the goose of the Nile, sometimes called the 
golden goose. 

Janette, Is not Abyssinia as often desolated 
by locusts as Egypt and Arabia ? 

Miss Spencer. I should think not ; though, 
at times, their ravages, in this country, have been 
very great. 
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Clara, Are the locusts of Abyssinia like 
those we sometimes find about here ? 

Miss Spencer. Not much. " The head and 
shoulders of this insect are armed with a thick 
shell or case ; that of the head has a leaden grej 
color, when alive, interspersed with red ; the 
shoulder plate being of a reddish brown, spotted 
with white, smooth in front, and rough on the 
hinder part. The eye is bright yellow, with 
three black bars across it; feelers or horns 
black ; the wings of a yellowish brown, lower 
part tinged with a fine purple, and the whole 
obscurely dotted with black. The legs are ex- 
ternally of a leaden grey color, the upper part 
shading off into black ; the ribs also deep black, 
inside of the second joint bright purple, and the 
thorns scarlet, tipped with black ; the extreme- 
ties being formed of triangular shells, formed of 
two sharp claws and a knob in the centre 
smooth and round. The body is cased with 
seven strong plates on the back, folding over 
one another ; and the same number of a sofler 
consistency covers the belly. It has four small 
feelers depending from the sides of the mouths 
the two foremost of which have five joints, and 
the hinder three." An immense flight of these 
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insects occasionally come over the islands, in 
the Bay of Amphila, and, i#a few dsLjp destroy 
more than half the vegetation, not evei sparing 
the bitter leaves of the fock tree. The wander- 
ing tribes, on the coasts of Arabia, and Abys- 
sinia, use them as common food. 

Matilda, How do they prepare them ? 

Miss Spencer, They broil them as we do 
smoked herring, and, after taking off the heads, 
devour the whole of the bodies. 

Matilda, A savory morsel to them, I dare 
say. Miss Caroline, where is the Bay of Am- 
phila? 

3Iiss Spencer, It is on the north eastern coast 
of Abyssinia, and comprises an extent of sixteen 
miles along the coast, and from its outer island, 
measures nearly twelve miles in depth, contain- 
ing thirteen islands, composed entirely of ma- 
rine alluvies, strongly cemented together, and 
forming vast, and solid masses like rock. The 
surface is covered, in parts, only with a thin lay- 
er of soil. 

Clara, I do not understand what you mean 
by marine alluvies. 

Miss Spencer, I mean that these islands are 
formed Out of a variety of substances found in 
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the sea, such as shells, and other things. They 
generally rise thirfy feet above the level of high 
water mark. They do not seem like the coral 
islands, around Ceylon, and the islands of the 
Pacific. Learned men do not agree in their 
views of the formation of these islands. 

Clara. How are the coral islands formed ? 

Miss Spencer, Little insects are said to col- 
lect, in masses^, till they rise above the surface 
of the water ; and then birds drop the shells 
they have picked, and the bones, and other re- 
mains of their food, which in time, produces 
vegetation ; and then these, and a thousand 
other things accumulate, till the whole mass be- 
comes a solid body of earth. 

Janette. Is coral a plant, or an animal, aunt 
Caroline ? 

Miss Spencer, It partakes of the nature of 
both. It was formerly classed with plants, and 
described as such, by botanists ; but the bone 
of coral is very hard, and is no softer, when 
first taken from the water, than after long ex- 
posure the air. 

On one of these islands, there are the remains 
of stone buildings, and forts, and very curious 
cisterns excavated in the form of a cross, ^ach 
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of them capacious enough to hold a hundred 
and twenty thousand gallons of water. The 
natives have a tradition that this work was per- 
formed by the Persians, early in the seventh 
century. The Persians, about that period, held 
unrivalled possession of the commerce of the 
Red sea, and conquered Yemen from the Abys- 
sinians; and tradition leads to the supposition 
that these invaders were driven from the coasts 
by a famine, some years afterwards. 

The sea has made such encroachments on 
the shores of the coast, to the windward of these 
islands, as to render it very difficult of access. 
The shore is generally steep ; and the sea has 
undermined numberless rocks, by which are 
formed curious pillars, and large caves, resem- 
bling the works of art. There is a large cave 
on the east side of one of the islands, which is 
used by ship masters as a store house. 

Ader this long digression, I will give you a 
short account of the Boa Constrictor, a huge 
serpent found in Abyssinia. It often meas- 
ures twenty feet in length, and is as large round 
as an ordinary man's thigh. It frequents stag- 
nant, grassy pools of water, and feeds on deer, 
goats and various other animals. Having no 



92 PROSPECTIV E MISSIONS 

canine teeth he swallows his victims whole, after 
crushing the bones. They have been known to- 
crush a horse to death, by twining themselves 
round his body. The horned viper is ftmnd 
here, thirteen or fourteen inches long, with six- 
teen immoveable teeth in the upper jaw, and twa 
canine ones, hollow, crooked, and finely polish- 
ed. A fatal poison is contained, in a small bag, 
under the canine teeth, through which they have 
power to inject it into whatever animal they 
bite. When these sacks are extracted their bite 
is altogether harmless. Its motions are very 
rapid, and in every direction. 

Clara. What is this viper called ? 

W,ss Spencer. Naturalists call it cerastes^ 
The natives have acquired some art, by which 
they render themselves invulnerable to these 
dangerous vipers. Some say they charm, or be* 
witch them by chewing a certain root, and bath-* 
ing in the water, in which it has long steeped. 

Janette. Have you any belief in their charms,, 
and witching ? 

'Miss Spencer. Not much. Mr. Bruce says 
that, " however lively the serpents were, before 
these barbarians began to handle them, they, 
immediately, became languid, and feeble ; fre- 
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quently shut their eyes, and never turned their 
mouth toward the person, who siezed and held 
them ; but, the moment, a chicken was made to 
flutter near them, their seeming indifference 
disappeared, and they bit the chicken, with 
every sign of great rage ; and it almost instant- 
ly died. 

Janette. Why did not. Mr. Bruce chew the 
same root, and bathe in the same liquor, and see 
if the effect were the same ? 

Miss Spencer, He did, but when thus pre- 
pared for the experiment, his courage wholly 
failed, just at the moment of trial. 

They have a species of fly, in Abyssinia, that 
causes them more trouble, and apprehension 
than all the serpents, and vipers in the land. 
It is not much larger than a honey-bee, and has 
wings of pure gauze, without color or spot ; the 
head is large in proportion to the body. This 
little creature has a proboscis, so sharp, and 
strong, that it easily pierces the thick skin of 
the elephant, producing blotches, which swell, 
and putrify, and causes the death of every ani- 
mal it assails. The instant, the jarring hisses 
of this tiny insect is heard, the flocks and herds 
forsake their food, and, wild with terror, run 

9 
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over the plains till worn out with hunger, fear, 
and pain, they die by hundreds. 

Matilda, Is the whole country infested by' 
these flies 1 

Miss Spencer. No, they are confined to the 
rich soils ; the sandy regions are secure from 
their approach. 

Janette. Is it not very much like the prairie 
Jlies, in the Western States ? 

Miss Spencer, Perhaps so, though its bite is 
far more poisonous. 

I have now given you information enough, 
respecting the country and its productions, ani- 
mals, &c. And I have no doubt, you feel as if it 
were high time something was attempted for the 
moral and intellectual improvement of its inhab- 
itants. Hitherto, very little has been done by 
any Christian nation and, I believe, nothing at 
all by the Christians of the United States, as a 
body ; perhaps individuals have done something, 
but, as yet, we have no mission established there, 
and no missionaries on their way thither, as 
preachers, teachers or explorers ; and, perhaps, 
many think the churches have now taken up a 
greater portion of the heathen world, than they 
will be able to bring into subjection to Christ ; 
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but it is as true, of religious, charitable societies, 
as of private Christians, the more they do for 
Christy the more they may do. Those bodies of 
men, and those individuals only, who " attempt 
great things," accomplish great things. Provi- 
dence is opening the way for an American Mis- 
sion in Eastern Africa ; and I feel confident, 
that very much of Abyssinia is yet to receive 
the gospel from the hands of the churches in 
the United States. Great Britain has begun to 
work in that country. The Church Missionary 
Society sent out Mr. Kugler, and Mr. Gobat. 
While in Egypt, they became acquainted with a 
young Abyssinian, named Girgis, who became 
pious through their instrumentality: they pro- 
ceeded to his country, and were most kindly 
received by Segabodis, the king of Tigre. Mr. 
Gobat went to Gondar, the capital of Amhara, 
and Mr. Kugler to duila, in the kingdom of 
Tigre. But this good man did not long survive. 
He received a small wound, in the lefl arm on 
the tenth of December 1830, which bled pro- 
fusely several times, and occasioned his death 
on the twenty-ninth of the same month. His 
dying deportment was such, that a Mussulman, 
who was present, said openly, that he had seen 
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many persons die, but had never seen true faith 
till that day. 

Janette. Were any of the natives disposed to 
recieve the Gospel ? 

Miss Spencer, Yes, at Gondar, many individ- 
uals manifested a disposition to submit to its 
requisitions. Mr. Gobat wrote a letter, which he 
sent with the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke 
John, and the Acts, to the king of Shoa, who 
was quite pleased with the present. A consider- 
able number of the four Gospels were sent, by 
Mr. Gobat, into all the provinces in the interior, 
as far as Shoa. 

Clara. Where were the gospels prepared ? 

Miss Spencer, In England. The British 
and Foreign Bible Society obtained possession 
of the entire Bible, in the language of Abys- 
sinia, I think in the year 1828 ; and they, im- 
mediately, printed a great many copies of the 
New Testament. You recollect I told you that 
a great many of the Abyssinians professed to 
believe the truths of the Bible, though they have 
as a church, become great wanderers from the 
path, which that holy Book has marked out, for 
the Christian. 

Janette, Is that mission now in operation, 
aunt Caroline? 
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3iiss Spencer. It is not in vigorous operation. 
The friendly prince or Ras of Tigre fell in 
battle with the Galla, only five, or six weeks af- 
ter the death of the Rev. Mr. Kugler. The 
people of Amhara had been determined to make 
war upon Tigre, several months before this la- 
mented death occurred. 

Clara, Had the Ras become a Christian ? 

Miss Spencer, I do not know that Mr. Gobat 
considered him a true Christian ; but many cir- 
cumstances show, that his mind was deeply im- 
pressed with the importance of Christianity : he 
had so much reverence for the Sabbath, as to 
refuse fighting a battle, on that day, and defer- 
red meeting his foe, till Monday, when the 
bloodiest ^battle, that was ever fought in Abys- 
sinia, gave the victory to the Amharans. Per- 
sons and property have been considered safe, in 
Tigre, even in times of war ; and, in the inte- 
rior, if war was suddenly proclaimed, the nu- 
merous churches were sure places of refuge ; 
but, in this war, the Moslem Galla spared 
neither churches, nor monasteries, but took 
delight in slaying both priests and monks. And 
the Abyssinians, who called th^nselves Chris- 
tians, did not spare the churches, for fear of of- 

9» 
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fending God ; but the fear of the saint, to whom 
the' churches and monasteries are consecrated, 
restrained thero. 

Matilda, Did none of the great men of Am- 
hara fall in this battle ? 

Miss Spencer, Yes, their leader was shot 
early ; but it was kept secret till the victory was 
gained. 

Clara, Where was Mr. Gobat, during the 
action ? 

Miss Spencer. At Adowa. When the news 
arrived, the day after the battle, that the Tigre 
soldiers fled, the inhabitants of Adowa also fled, 
with the exceptioi^ of some old women, who 
stood on the tops of the houses weeping, and 
beating their breasts. The sun had not been 
up over an hour, before the town was full of 
people, who had come from the war bathed in 
tears ; for some time, nothing was heard, save 
the loud cries of those who retained strength 
enough to cry. Mr. Gobat, hastily departed ; 
and, about three days after, a brother of Seba- 
godis went to him, and thought it best for him 
to return ; but, soon afterwards, a son of the 
Ras came with the melancholy news of his 
patron's death : this was the first tidings he had 
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received of this event. Walda Michael, the son 
of Sebagodis, was full of grief, at the loss of 
his father ; but he was still the firm friend of the 
affljicted missionary whom he advised to send his 
clothes and money to the convent of Debra 
Damot, which was situated on a rock inacces- 
sible, without a rope. Six days after the battle, 
Mr. Gobat retired to the village of Behati, where 
he was at the time he wrote the last letter, which 
I have seen. 

Matilda. Does Mr. Gobat think it expedient 
to have more missionaries turn their attention to 
Abyssinia ? 

Miss Spencer, In the letter, to which I have 
referred, he says, " send no more missionaries, 
at present, to this country, except they are io 
stay in Egypt, until I send farther news. If 
you should send any, at a later period, it would 
be better if some of them were married ; but 
only to women, who trust in God, and who are 
ready to suffer hunger, in evil times, and, of 
course, io exchange some of the conveniences 
of Europe for a greater abundance of the peace 
of God." 

Janette. If women should go to that moun- 
tainous country, how could they be transport^ 
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from one place to another ? You have not once 
mentioned carriages, palanquins or hammocks. 

Miss Spencer, The mules are so excellent, 
and surefooted, that the fatigue of traveling is a 
small matter ; besides, it is not customary there 
to travel more than five or six hours in a day ; 
and there are few ladies unable to ride half a 
day, who enjoy a tolerable degree of health. I 
will read to you an extract from a letter, written 
by Girgis, the Abyssinian convert, to the parents 
of Mpf. Gobat. " The English are active, ac- 
cording to their enlightened knowledge ; the 
Abyssinians grope on in the dark. Therefore, 
you, who constantly pray, do not forget Abys- 
sinia, remembering it is for the love of the 
Lord." 

Clara. Are you sure, aunt Caroline, that if 
we should raise money to send them Bibles, and 
Tracts, they would be glad of them. 

Miss Spencer. Mr. Gobat says, if he had a 
thousand Bibles, he could distribute them to 
those who would most gladly, read them. There 
is scarcely any portion of the country, where he 
has not sent a few, and, in some instances, the 
people have been so eager to get a Bible, that 
they have taken the pains to copy one. When 
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they lefl England, they took out the Scriptures 
in the Ethiopic as well as the Abyssinian lan- 
guage. 

Janette, Here is my map, aunt Caroline, I 
wish you would point out the proper route to be 
taken, by a missionary destined to that country. 

Miss Spencer. He might go directly to Jid- 
da, in Arabia Desertaj and he would find no 
difficulty in crossing over to Massawa, from this 
place : or he might first go to Mocha, a town 
situated on the coast, upon a small bay, hi the 
Red sea. 

Janette. I see it. It is in Arabia, in the 
province of Yemen. 

Miss Spencer. Yes. A British Agent is sta* 
tioned at this place, who would cheerfully afford 
protection to missionaries desirous of entering 
Abyssinia; and, through him, their communi- 
cations might be made with the societies^ under 
whose patronage they labor. 

Janette. Suppose an American ^fission 
should be established, somewhere in the . vicin- 
ity of De-la-goa Bay, where uncle Byram has 
now gone, do see the distance it will be from 
Abyssinia ! 

Miss Spencer. I am aware pf the distance, 
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but light travels fast. Some light from heaven 
in BOW shining in Abyssinia, which, as it in- 
creases, will illuminate the surrounding dark- 
ness ; and, you know, the brightness of the Sun 
of Righteousness is great in South Africa; and, 
when another light blazes at, or near De-la-goa, 
it will strain towards the north and east, until 
Mozambique, Zanquebar, Ajan, and Adel, will 
come to see, and feel their own darkness, and 
pollutions; but, long before this takes place, 
hosts of missionaries will cry out : " Here are 
we. Lord, send us," to every nook and corner 
of benighted Africa, and all the surrounding 
Islands. Perhaps, hundreds of African mis- 
sionaries will be trained up in Liberia, to do the 
work of the Lord in the countries upon the east- 
ern (J/oast. At any rate, the angel having the 
everlasting gospel, has begun his flight, and will 
not stop, till the joyful tidings of salvation have 
been proclaimed in all lands. 

But, as Abyssinia is nominally Christian, I 
feel like pleading the cause of her inhabitants, 
with deeper interest, than of the surrounding 
tribes of Africa, who are still in midnight dark- 
ness. 

Janette. If they have a little light, are they 
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not better ofT than those, who are still sitting 
in the very region, and shadow of death ? 

Miss Spencer, They are more guilty than 
those around thera, who are destitute of one 
ray of light ; but all the inhabitants of Africa 
are in most deplorable circumstances; and if 
we feel love to Christ, and believe that "the 
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the na- 
tions that forget God," we cannot be insensible 
to the claims of the heathen, nor to the miser- 
ies of those, who have a name to live, while 
they are spiritually dead ; and, with very few 
exceptions, there is no spiritual life to be found 
in Abyssinia. I wish to have you study this map 
with great care, and examine the relative situa- 
tion of the surrounding countries. I presume 
the time is not very distant, when there will 
be an unobstructed highway from Liberia to 
Abyssinia, the whole breadth of the continent ; 
and when the mountain of the Lord's house 
shall be established in the tops of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the hills," then, Afri- 
ca, so long despised, forsaken, and forgotten, 
will be full of joy and praise. 

Janette. It does not seem hardly possible 
that young girls like us, can do much to bring 
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about such wonderful revolutions, as must take 
place in that dark land, before the Gospel can 
triumph there. 

Miss Spencer. So long as you feel thus, you 
will do little or nothing to hasten the long prayed 
for day, when the whole earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of God. If you, and other chil- 
dren, knew your strength, and would exert it in 
favor of the heathen, their idols would soon be 
abolished ; and the holes of the rocks, and the 
caves of the earth would receive them. Were 
the youth, now connected with Sabbath schools, 
in the United States, to awake in earnest, and 
do what they easily might, to send the Gospel 
to every pagan nation on the earth, their influ- 
ence, before they were old enough to enter on 
the theatre of a public life, would be felt from 
the rising to the setting sun. Where is the boy 
who would not rejoice to become the benefactor 
of the poor heathen ? Where is the girl, whose 
heart does not bleed, with pity and deep com- 
passion, for her degraded sex in every heathen 
country ? 

Those that read about their wretchedness, 
do feel : and all who feel, act. They pray the 
Lord to raise up, qualify, and send forth mission- 
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aries, and assistant ; and they send money, (after 
earning it) to Henry Hill, Esquire, at the Mis- 
sionary Rooms, Boston ; and every cent of it is 
appropriated to the object specified by the donor. 
If you give one, five, ten, or fifty dollars, to send, 
the bible, tracts, or teachers to Bombay, Libe- 
ria, South Eastern Asia, or Abyssinia, it is spent 
according to your directions ; and, if you read 
the Missionary Herald, you will find every mill 
of it accounted for. If you prepare a box of 
shoes, slates bed-quilts, blankets, sheets, and 
clothes, it w^ill be accounted for in the Herald, 
the same as the money. 

You have thought and felt much for the poor 
Africans, in this country, and have done some- 
thing to send them home to the land of their 
fathers ; and you have been depply interested in 
the welfare of Central and Western Africa ; and 
now, I do hope you will ponder upon all I have 
told you, concerning Abyssinia, till your hearts 
expand, melt, and flow out in prayer, and eflbrt 
to restore them to the last image and favor of 
God. 

QUESTIONS. 

Are the birds numerous in Abyssinia What is said of 
the Ostrich 1 Describe the Goldex Eagle What do the na- 

10 
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tives call the "white breasted Lanner," of naturaligtsl 
What is said of domestic pigeons 1 Describe the paroquet, 
and his splendid bird, without a namoj found near the Tacaz- 
ze. What is said about the kite 1 Are tliere white crows 1 
What is the " goose of the Nile" sometimes called 1 Des- 
cribe the locusts, that sometimes desolate whole provinces '{ 
Where is the Bay of Amphila 1 How are the coral islands 
formed 1 Describe the Boa Constrictor, and the viper called 
a *'cerastet" What is said of charming or bewitcUng them? 
Has much been done for the moral and spiritual benefit of 
the Abyssinians 1 Are there any missionaries from America 
in that country ; or any on their way thither 1 Relate what 
has been done by pious men, and benevolent societies in Eng- 
land. Is it not your duty to pray and make efforts for the 
salvation of these ignorant, superstitious and savage people 1 
Will you seek to know your duty, with a full determination to 
perform it 1 

HYMN. 

O'er the realms of pagan darkness. 

Let the eye of pity gaze ; 
See the kindness of the people 

Last in sin's bewildering maze: 
Darkness broading 

On the face of all the earth. 

Light of them, that sit in darkness ! 

Rise and shine— thy blessings bring ; 
Light to lighten all the Gentiles ! 

Rise with healing in thy wing ; 
To thy brightness 

Let all kings, and nations come. 

May the heathen, now adoring 
Idol-godfl of wood and stone. 
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Come, and worshiping before him. 
Serve the living God alone ; 

Let thy glory 
Fill the earth as floods the sea. 

Thou, to whom all power is given. 

Speak the word — at thy command. 
Let the company of preachers 

Spread thy name from land to land ; 
Lord, be with them 

Alway to the end of time. 



THE END. 



